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56. Crepidolithus pliensbachensis Crux (1985) emend. Bown (1987) 
 

 

 
Pl. 1, figs 16-18 

 

 
Pl. 2, figs 1-3 

 
Pl. 12, figs 9-10 
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1965 Parhabdolithus liasicus Deflandre, 1952; Noël, pl. 4, fig. 7.  
1969 Bidiscorhabdus ocellatus Prins, pl. 2, fig. 7A (non 7B) (nom. nud.).  
1984 Crepidolithus ocellatus Crux, p. 181, fig. 11 (3, 5, ?6); fig. 14 (5, 6, 7) Homonym.  
1985 Crepidolithus pliensbachensis Crux, p. 31.  
 
Original diagnosis. 'A species of Crepidolithus with a bridge forming spine base' (Crux 

1984, p. 181 ).  
Emended diagnosis. An elliptical coccolith with a broad rim constructed from subvertical 

to vertical elements and a narrow lenticular central area from which a low spine 
protrudes.  

Description. A species of Crepidolithus with a broad blocky distal shield constructed from 
around thirty vertical or subvertica1 elements. The central area is a lenticular slit 
through which a low spine protrudes. The proximal shield is a thin basal disc which 
may have a distal extension. The spine is usually no more than twice the height of the 
rim.  

Dimensions. L: 5.5-8.0 (5.8) µm, W: 3.5-5.0 (3.9) µm, RH: 1.5-2.0 µm, SH: 1.8-4.4 µm.  
Remarks. The original name of C. ocellatus was preoccupied and the replacement name of 

C. pliensbachensis given (Crux 1985). C. pliensbachensis is differentiated from C. crassus by 
its low spine, from C. cavus by its broader rim and lenticular central area, and from 
Parhabdolithus liasicus by its broader rim, lenticular central area, and thinner, shorter 
spine.  

Occurrence. Brenha, Lower Sinemurian jamesoni Zone; DSDP Site 547, Sinemurian to 
Lower Pliensbachian; Hock Cliff, semicostatum Zone; Mochras, semicostatum Zone to 
jamesoni Zone; Timor, mid-Pliensbachian; Trunch, oxynotum Zone to jamesoni Zone.  

Range. raricostatum Zone to ibex Zone (Prins 1969), oxynotum Zone to ibex Zone (Crux 1984).  
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